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" THE PKAYING SCHOOL-BOY." 



SCHOOL-BOY life is never without its incidents 
—of trial, temptation, difBlculty, and pleasure — 
varying according to age, temperament, disposition, 
and previous training and habit — mental, moral, 
and physical 

The title of " The Praying School-boy " has been 
selected for this little memorial, because the principal 
incidents of the Christian life of its subject were 
developed at Woodhouse Grove SchooL 

Robert Ernest Houghton, the youngest son of 
the Rev. Charles Churchill, was born at Quebec, 
April 17, 1851. In the following July his father 
was appointed to the city of Fredericton, N'.B. — 
and on this journey, when passing through the 
States, the infant was taken suddenly ill of a most 
violent inflammation of the lungs — so much so that 
the journey had to be interrupted for a week, and 
the beautiful village of Keene, in New Hampshire, 
was the scene of a struggle between life and death, 
the issue of which surprised all. After several nights 
of an^dous watching, his father unwittingly fell 
asleep, and at midnight was summoned to witness 
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what was supposed to be the cloabg scene: with 
feelingB more easily imagined than described he 
offered him to Ood in Baptism, and in solemn 
prayer his parents promised, that if the child's life 
was spared, he should (if the Loid willed it) be 
trained for and devoted to the work of the Christian 
ministry. Prayer waa heard, God spared his life, 
and the result will be seen in those pages. 

Special care was bestowed on his spiritual train- 
ing by a devoted mother, who was in the habit of 
taking him into her bedroom, and there instructing 
him in Divine truth, after which they prayed to- 
gether, and thus he was early led to Christ. On 
one occasion when he was in deep dtstresa of soul, 
they wrestled in prayer till he was enabled by faith 
in Christ to elium Cod as his Father. He was at 
that time little more than seven years of age. Yet 
his conscious sense of the pardoning love of God 
shed abroad in his heart, of his adoption into the 
family of God, waa a matter that never admitted of 
a doubt. 

When talking over this subject, about a year 
before his death, I put the question, " Have you 
never lost your evidence since then?" I waa re- 
buked by the shocked surprise with which he 
answered, "Never!" And then as his conscience 
brought many short-comings to his remembrance, 
he added with much humility, " I have very often 




grieved my Heavenly Father and caused Him to 
irillidraw the light of His countenance, and have 
" •ometimes not even been alarmed about it, for days 
or perhaps weeks ; but those have been the excep- 
tions not the rule. I have been made to feel that I 
had a justly offended Father — but — oh 1 I could u 
Boon doubt that I am papa's son, as doubt that I am 
the child of God." 

As a child, hia favourite books were the Bible and 
the Pilgrim's Progress, the latter he knew and 
could repeat throughout — neither were learned by 
rote, but were read and explained to him ; and that 
they were to a groat extent understood and valued 
by him, was manifested by his life. 

When taking him to the throne of grace, his 
mother taught him to tell his wouts and ask for 
help, clothing his petitions in his own thoughts and 
words, and she trained him to feel that whatever he 
asked, if good for him, would be granted, if asked 
aright. Thus an eyer-present Saviour and Father, 
were by him as much realised as though visibly 
present. 

Having spent four years in Fredericton, his father 
removed to Hiilifas, Nova Scotia, and it was here 
that, in the year 1862, Ernest's first and perhaps 
only great sorrow fell upon hira ; his laamnia was 
stricken down by sudden illness ; be could not 
believe it possible that oue whom he loved so fondly. 



P and by whom he was bo tonderly beloved, could be 

I taken awfiy; he prayed eiiniestly, perhaps pas- 

^^^ eionntely, for her recovery ; and when he found that 
^^^B his prayer was not answered in the way he wished, 
^^^B be (like many an older and more experienced 
^^^B Christian) thought his Heavenly Father had dealt 
^^^H hardly with him, and that he had a just cause for 
^^^V feehng ofTcnded, and restraining prayer. Thus in 
^^^^ his great sorrow most effectually depriving himself 
of all eomfort. 

Unfortunately he had previously known nothing 
of dia appointment or contradiction ; his every wish 
had been granted, if not anticipated ; his mamma's 
love had wrapped round him like a mantle, shielding 
him from every vexation, perhaps more than was 
for bis good, leaving him bo unprepared as it did, for 
the daily trials and difficulties that eminently beset 
those who are not ready to saerifite their own 
wiflhes and feelings. And thus it was many weeks, 
if not months, before he could fed that his loss was 
gain to the dear one, whose removal had cost him bo 
much sorrow. As soon as this became clear to his 
mind, he rejoiced in her happiness; his heart re- 
turned to a loving allegiance to his Heavenly 
Father, and he rested not till he again dwelt in the 
L'ght of His countenance. 

In July, 1862, his papa returned to England, 
bringing his family with him. In Che order of 
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Divine Providence he was appointed to the Leeds 
Second Circuit, and the January following, Ernest 
left home for the £b:st time, and became a pupil at 
Woodhouse Grove School. 

He was of a very loving affectionate disposition — 
sensitive to a fault — ^not clever; the acquisition of 
even a small amount of learning was to him a 
labour not easily appreciated. 

A few extracts from a diary which he kept will 
show this, and also that he knew where to look for 
help : — 

Oct. 13, 1865. — Examined in Latin to-day ; out, of 
twenty-four marks I got twelve, and in History four 
out of twenty-four. Proof that God has answered 
prayer. A few of us had a prayer-meeting this 
evening. I believe God was with us to bless us. 

The day before yesterday, though I asked God's 
blessing in the morning, yet I did not seek His 
blessing on all I did, so everything went wrong, 
and I was unhappy ; but yesterday I set out with 
prayer in my heart and asked God to help me in all 
things, and helped myself as well as I could, and 
when bedtime came behold the difference, instead of 
being depressed and sad, I was happy and joyous, 
having done all my duties well, and rejoicing in 
Jesus my Lord ; and to-day> though I have not done 
well in aU things, still I am happy, for I have 
SQught God's help* 0, Lord, help me — so 
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" To live that I may dread 
The grsTC as little as m; bed ; 
Help roe to live tbat bo I may 
With joj behold the judgment day." 

Oct. 14,— The Lord has been with me this day 



But my gracious God ia teaching me that I moet 
not expect all Bunahine in this world ; on the con- 
trary, we must most with obatadea, not placed in 
our way by our loving Saviour, hut by onr enemy 
the devil. We had a prayer-meeting this evening, 
but we could not have the room till 5,15 or so, then 
the matches would not Hght, when after some 
trouble we did obtain a light and had begun, a hoy 
came to say we were to go in, so we had to give it 
up. But the Lord has been with me, and I thank 
Him. Eeop me ateadfast, Lord, to the end of 
life. Amen. 

Oet. 23. — 1 feel that God ia very present with me ; 
yesterday He allowed me to hear two beautiful 
eermona from our escellent Governor (the Eev. J. 
Farrar) ; beaides that, we hud our band meeting, 
and another new member joined ua, and then, Ihanis 
be to His name, we had a hleaaed prayer-meeting ; I 
trust much good was done. 

We have for some time had a private prayer- 
meeting, but now we have made it pubhc ; I trust 
more good may be done by it. One boy profesBes to 
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have found peaee this evening, thanks he to God, 
May Hia work continue to prosper and inoreasB. 

Oct. 27. — I fear that for the last two days I have 
been grieying my gracious Lord and Maker; but, 

! Lord, I thank thee for many merciea, though 
my sins have been so many and bo great, Thy 
mercies have outnumbered them. And now, 
God Almighty, I pray thee bear them all away. 
Oh, do forgive me, and with Thy grace assisting me, 

1 shall ovoreome all my foes, the worst of which are 
my pride, and temper, and selfishness. Oh ! do, for 
Christ's sake, help me, &nd though I ahould have to 
stay in all to-morrow afternoon, may I bear it 
patiently, knowmg that I deserve it. 

Thus did this dear boy confess hia faults and 
endeavour to forsake them, and followed the Apo- 
stolic injunction, " Be careful for nothing, hut in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving, make your requests known unto God." 

Shortly after this ho was permitted to attend a 
Lovefeast, for the first time in his life. This he 
esteemed a great privilege, and it was a source of 
great spiritual eojoyment to him. 

Toward the end of February, 18G6, we find him 
again in trouble, through unwatchfulnesa during 
examination in Classics, Catechism, &c. Ho lost 
his temper, and bo gained but little credit, and he 
records simply the whole affair, which reflects equal 
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credit on tlie kindness and forbearance of the master, 
and the candonr of the pupil. 

He writes on — 

Ftb, 25. — To-day Mr, Farrar preached two excel- 
lent sermons; in the morning from 1 Tim. v. 22, 
" Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be par- 
takers of other men's sina ; keep thpelf pure." In 
the evening from Mott. iii. 12, " 'Whoao fan is in His 
hand, and He will throughly purge His floor, and 
gather His wheat into the garner ; but He will hum 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire." The Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper was administered ; I 
stayed ; it did me much good, and I hope will have 
a lasting effect upon me. I am sure 1 am trying, 
0, I hope 1 shall succeed and that at the last I may 
ho accepted by the Judge. Amen. 

About this time we find that Ernest became 
more sociable amoug his schoolfellows, and more 
dihgent in pursuit of knowledge ; but his temper 
Bometimes, and sometimes indolence gained the 
mastery, without alarming his generally senaitiTe 
conscience. Some letters he received on his birth- 
day, April 17, were made a great blessing to him, 
and we find him writing — 

April 30. — I rose this morning very happy; have 
been trying all day to do my duty. I have many 
temptations to ein. I was much tried this after- 
noon ; but I know God would not have allowed on 
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to have been tried if He had not seen it was 
best. 

May 8. — Came down well and happy, but we 
were examined in Greek, and I had not worked as 
hard as I ought to have done, in night-school on 
Monday. I failed miserably, and lost my temper ; 
I did feel so wretched ; as soon as I had opportunity 
I retired, and prayed to God for forgiveness, and, 
thanks be to His holy name. He did forgive me. I 
then went into school and did well in all my lessons, 
except History, and I worked hard in night-school. 
Now I feel so very happy. Oh, what a kind good 
Shepherd I have. May I ever keep close to Him. 

" Howe*er life's various current flows, 
With steadfast eye mark every step, 
And follow Him where'er He goes." 

May 16. — Since my last] entry I have committed 
many sins against my merciful Heavenly Father; 
but, blessed be His name. He has forgiven them all. 
I hope I have more power over sin than I had some 
time ago ; still I am conscious of much that must 
grieve God; I have asked Him to give me a 
conscience 

" Quick as the apple of an eye, 

The slightest touch of sin to feel." 

I feel I have many sins to fight against; what 
trouble me most are secret faults, which are very 
hard to fight against: 1 am not enough on my 
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guard I fear ; but, with Clod's help, I am determined 
to overcome, yea, though it take me my lifetime. 

Oh, my God and Father, there are many ia this 
school who have lately cast off their profession, and 
though we have heen praying for a rovival for a 
long time, instead of our numbers increasing, they 
are diminishing. Lord, lift up the light of Thy 
countenance upon us, and, Lord, help me still to 
cleave to Thee j may I never give np my confidence 
which hath great recompense of reward. 

May 20. — Another blessed Sabbath is nearly 
gone ; I truat I am " a day's march nearer home." 
I think I have never before enjoyed the "day of 
rest" BO much. I have been graciously allowed to 
hear two sennona by Eev. T. Allen ; they did me 
good. I have tried to talk and behave aright, and 
God has helped me, and by His grace I have been 
kept from many errors, into which, without His 
timely aid, I should have fallen. Oh, my God and 
Father, do Thou be with me during this week, and 
save me from the sins to which I am prone. 

June 6. — " Home, sweet Home." — ^Txen I awoke 
this morning the sea burst on my enraptured gaze. 
I was at Teignmouth. Had a nice walk before 
breakfast with papa on the sea-wall ; it was de- 
lightful. In the afternoon had a long walk on the 
Dawhsh-road, and came out near the sea. I passed 
through some lovely lanes, and felt how suitable s 
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place itwa8forprayer,meditation,and self-esamina- 
tion, enclosed on either aide by hedges covered with 
flowera ; there was the muBic of the aea and the 
ainging of aiimeroDS hirda ; it was, indeed, like a 
little paradise. In the evening I went to Shaldon ; 
it vas a most misorable cliapol and congregation. 
I trust there will soon he an improvement, for it 
moat be a very disconraging place to go to.* 

Sundnij, June 8. — At chapel twice ; after evening 
sermon I partook of the bleaaed emhlems' of our 
Saviour's flesh and hlood ; I hope it did me much 
good; I made some vows which I trust, by God's 
help, I shall bo able to keep. Oh, may I be kept till 
the day, the " last great day." 

June 12, — A rainy uncomfortable morning, and my 
head ached so badly that I could not enjoy my devo- 
tions or anything else. I dread lest I am growing cold 
in Divine things. Oh, my own blossed Saviour, forbid 
that I should over get tired in well doing. I had not a 
happy feeling all day ; hut in the evening I was privi- 
leged to attend a class -meeting, which did rae good ; it 
needs constant watchfulness to keep mo from falling. 
Oh ! that I may be led by my merciful Shepherd, and 
by His preserving care be kept in the straight and 
narrow path, and at last be received to heaven, for 
His name and mercy's sake. 

* A new chapel has been built at Shaldon, and an 
excellent congregation attends it now, — C.C, 



J\Lne 23, — Tfiis morning went to Mr. Pearae's, 
jwlio has kintUy taugtt me how to polish pebbles ; I 
le entirelj- myself, and brought it home for 
them to eee. All admired it very much. This 
afternoon I fed depressed and good for nothing. 
I wifih I knew what it ia that is tho matter with 
me, and mnkea me feel so disagreeable. I have 
prayed to God to rcmov^o it ; but I fear I did not 
pray aright, but I will try the never-failing remedy 
L again. 

Thanks be UDto God for His unspeakable love ; 
He has pardoned my sins and set me frae. Oh 
what joy! what great joy ; I do not deserve it. I 
feel now a peace which the world ean neither give 
nor take away ; and though I feel deeply eonecioua 
that I deserve nothing but the Almighty's frown, 
yet He has been pleased to lift tho light of His 
countenance upon me. Oh. that I may serve Him 
all my days, and when the message, Lord, shall come, 
oh may the messenger be love. 

June 24, — " Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all 
that is within me, blesa His holy name." He baa in 
PJH great mercy spared me to see another Sabbath ; 
I trust 1 shall spend its solemn hours to His glory. 
This morning I hoard an esccllent and most awaken- 
ing sermon from Mr, Wagstaff ; it was made a great 
blessing to me, and I hope the effects of it will cot 
be ae tlie morning cloud and the early dew, but tbat 
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it may bring forth fruit to the honour of God. 
Assist me in some way or other to do good during 
this week, I pray Thee. Put me to doing — ^put me 
to suffering — may I be a vessel of honour, or of dis- 
honour, so that I may be a vessel that Thou wilt 
use for Thy glory. 

I made a fresh dedication of myself to the Lord 
this morning, and I felt my strength renewed — 

" Oh, may I triamph so 

When all my warfare's past, 
And dying find my latest foe 
Under my feet at last." 

June 26, — We had a nice attendance at class this 
morning; it was a time of refreshing; had the 

satisfaction of hearing dear I speak, and found 

out, for the first time, that she is converted. I 
had prayed that it might be so, and, blessed be God, 
He has answered my prayer. May I evermore serve 
Him aright. 

June 27. — Went as usual to bathe this morning ; 
thanks to my Heavenly Father, I came home again 
in safety ; yet I had a narrow escape, for I had gone 
farther out than usual, and on endeavouring to re- 
turn, I found it was a receding tide, and too strong 
for me; providentially I gained a more shallow 
place ; and, after much struggling, made the shore 
again. Praise the Lord for this deliverance. His 
mercies are everlasting; but what return have I 

B 
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made for uU His goodncas to me ? Alas I i 

Even to-day, when I havB been in my own room, 

and havo beon mored by the Holy Spirit to etuy and 

immune with my God, nij- heart haa rebelled. I 

'ay Thee, Lord, to forgive rao for Christ's sake. 

After this date the entries are of a more secular 

■acter for a few weeks, until Sept. 16, when 

very searching sermon, from "Many are 

it few are chosen," he was led carefully to 

faimself, and he discolored that he had 

en in a backsliding atatO) and at once re- 

his covenant engagements with God. He 

pt. 21. — I began this day's duties with a tremb- 
faig soul ; for I knew that we were to be examined 
I throe subjects, of which I knew very little; but 
[ endeavoured to still my quivering heart, for 1 
w that God could help me, and I had besought 
a to do so, and He did. 
Nov. 16. — My poor, yet dear, old diary ! I feel 
t ashamed to look you in tho face, after so long 
jglecting you ; but I feel very different from what 
d the laat time I wrote, for then I was dopressed 
1 mind, and unsuoccasful in my lessons ; but now 
the Lord has been pleased to look down upon, me 

In examination to-day I did pretty well, and 1 
L^fisire afresh to give myself to Him this day, aad 
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determine whether, living or dying, to be the Lord's. 
Oh, most merciful God, I desire to thank Thee from 
and with my whole heart, for Thy many and un- 
failing mercies to me, a child of earth, whom Thou 
hast, in Thy great mercy, called to be Thy child ; by 
a kind and good father and mother (tl^e latter now 
with Thee) Thou hast taught me to serve Thee. 
Lord, take me body, spirit, soul, only Thou possess 
the whole, and help me to serve Thee faithfully till 
the day of death. Bless the Lord. 

There has been heavy rain lately, it had been 
noticed since yesterday that the river was much 
swollen, to-day it broke its banks, and by evening 
had overflowed fields, carrying away walls, &c., and 
also several arches of a railway bridge between 
Apperley and Bradford. There are reports of 
another bridge between here and Leeds being in- 
jured. I believe considerable discomfort has been 
caused in this village by the storm, but I am thank- 
ful to hear that no lives were lost. 

Dec, 12. — A week ago I went to^ Bradford and 
spent a very happy day with my dear sister and her 
dear baby boy. I do not remember to have ever 
spent a happier day ; when I was leaving she gave 
me many nice things to bring back with me. 

To-day I received the prize for which I have been 
trying so hard for the last six months, and thank 
the Lord for all His mercies to me. 

b2 



I am going to spend a week of my hoUdajs with 



my dear friend, John Sykes. 
Extracted tha following v 






" There is 



LoDgfelloi 
Death, 



is a reapei wbose niui 
And with bis sickle keen 
He reaps the bearded grain at a breath. 
And Che flowers that grow betweeo !" 
*' He gued at (he flowera with tearful eje. 
Be kissed tbcir diooping lesTes ; 
It vas for the Lord of Pu^ise, 
He boond them in bis shearea." 

" O, not in crnelty, not in wrath, 
The re^>er came that daj, 
'Twas an imget Tiaited the earth, 
And took the flowers away.*' 

Dee. 30.— Left the Grove at 2.24 to go home 
with my friend to Korthwich. At Mancheater 
his brothers and Mr. Adams kindly met as at the 
station, as there was sometime to wait ; we had 
a. long chat about many things, amongst others, 
about my wish to enter a Manchester house. 1 
am a&ald Mr. A. thinks me unsuitable ; but, never 
mind, if it ia my place of duty I shall go, if not, I 
do not wish. We reached Northwich about 9.30. 
leaving our luggage at the btation ; we walked to 
Leftwiob, I was very tired, bat a kind welcome 
and hearty supper awaited us. They seem a very 
nice family. 

Chralmai Day. — Went to tiie prayer-meeting in 
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tiie morning ; to cliapel in the evening. A very 
pleasant day. 

■Returned to Bradford, having enjoyed 
my visit very much. Waa wet through on my 
journey, but took no eold, 

I found my sister and her family oil well. Fraiee 
the Lord. 

Erneat now entered upon the last year of hii life. 
We find hie first-school entry dated 

Jan. 15, 1867. — "I have much to cheer me — 
letters and papers from home. I ought to he thank' 
fill, Isabel ijiforma me of my future destination. 
I think I see the hand of God in it all, and now 1 
ehonld scarcely dare to ^ to Manchester ; I should 
not feel aa though I were in my providential calling. 
Isabel ia going to live in the same town, which ia 
very nice, and then the wifo of the gentleman, to 
whom I am to be apprenticed, knew my own dear 
mamma and her relations, and is, indeed, a native 
of Longhborongh." 

After this the journal was eontinned, but for seme 
time without dates. Ho waa evidently passing 
through deep waters, and we find him saying, -' So 
far this half, though I have worked very hard, 1 
have not onoe done well in the weekly examinations, 
which has discouraged me ; but God is the strength 
of my life, and I feel (though the idea would seem 
strange to some people) that it is Ood's will that I 



it do well ; for n 






i then 



It 



most 
punistiment I can have here ; and if God 
to try mo severely, either as a puniahmeut 
or to tiy whether 1 am he fitted for His aer- 
■ am good for anything, in what other way 
Bould He do so? for though other things might be 
worse to bear for a short time, yet the ating would 
Boon lose its sharpness, and 1 should ceaae to care ; 
but in thia case it is erer new, and though we have 
been hack four or fi-ve weeks, and have been ex- 
amioed five or sis times, not once have I Buoceeded 
in getting half-marka, although I had worked hard, 
and on two or three occasions knew the work really 
well. Dr. R, spoke kindly to me, and yet, when 
my turn came, somehow my thoughts all scattered, 
leaving me helpless ; but in spite of this, I will 
trust in Ood. I have prayed again and again that 
it it were Hia wiU, I might do better in examina- 
tion ; but tbore has been no answer. 

Dr, R. told ua a week or two ago that, though he 
might let a boy oif who got below half twice, yet 
he has some grand punishment for boys who should 
appear on the below half list. To-raorrow he will 
read out the result. 1 have been below half four 
times. 

Lord's name he praised, for what Ho wills is 

"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

;ht ?" So long as my Heavenly Father will con- 
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tinae to me His smile, then come what may, with 
£[is hand supporting me, I shall be more than a con- 
queror through Him that hath loved me. 

Near the end of last half year I had an impres- 
sion made upon my mind that I should not live to 
see the end of the second month of the year 1867. 
It is now Eebruary 15, strange thoughts fill my 
breast ; yet, wherefore, should I be afraid to die ? 
I do not think I am ; but I should like to see papa, 
mamma, and Isabel, as well as my other loved ones 
who are far away; but especially the three men- 
tioned, for they are in England, and if all is well, I 
expect to see them in June. 

This morning Dr. E. examined us in Greek, in 
which I got only seven out of twenty-four marks, 
although I knew the work as well, if not better 
than I ever did before ; but several little matters 
had occurred that distracted my attention. 

March 2, — Could not sleep until after two this 
morning. To-day I feel very poorly : indeed, I 
have not been well for several days^past, having a 
constant feeling of sickness and stomach-ache, with 
loathing for food. Sometimes I can hardly bear the 
sight of dinner. 

I had nine bad marks to-day, which I consider 
awful ; indeed, I have not been without for a week 
past. I trust my ever-indulgent Father will soon 
restore me to health. 



Sunday, 3. — Woke this morning feeling much 
better. 

This evening the Baemment of the Lord's Supper 
was administflred. Sykea, Bambridge, and I stayed ; 
we all eijjayed it much. H. Horton aud I talked 
till t^FO o'clock ; he hag some heautiful ideaa. 

Wednesday/, 6. — For Bome days past I have had a 
hoil under my left ear, which has distreaBed me 
much. I have heen unable to study at all ; but the 
Jlastcr on duty has kindly allowed me to sit by the 
fire all the time. 

Mr. Farrar met us for tickeU ; but I was so dis- 
tracted, I could not enjoy it much,, yet I felt I was 
blessed. 

Friday, 22. — Since I last wrote in my log I have 
had many trials and temptations ; but the worst I 
think has been this. Dr. R. has threatened to put 
me into the fifth class at the end of this quarter, 
and, oh, how can I bear the shame 1 But I have 
written a short note to him, and I pray that it may 
turn him from his purpose; but I will also pray 
that if the Lord see fit to lay upon me this trial, 
that r may have strength to bear up under it. May 
I hear the rod and Him who hath appointed it; 
come out of the fire purified seven times, und better 
fitted for the Master's service. 

Tbis morning Mr. Hartley examined us in Latin, 
and, by the Lord's help, I was enabled to get sixteen 
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marks out of twenty-four. Oh, that I may live 
nearer to Him, every day striving to do all that I do 
to the Master's glory, living each day as though 
it were my last. 

" The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." 

Mr. Earrar has lent me a nice book on '* Christian 
Perfection." 

Friday, 29. — ^This morning I had a great time of 
rejoicing, for my Heavenly Father gave me a signal 
answer to prayer. Yesterday Dr. Raby read out the 
dreaded school order ; but he did it by ranges, not 
classes, so I could not tell whether I was to go down 
to the fifth or not. To-day, just as I had summoned 
resolution to go and ask him, he called me to him, 
talked to me very kindly, said he was sorry I was so 
low in ij^y class, that he should not like to put me 
down, &c. ; so I asked him to give me another 
chance, and he agreed to do so. Praise the Lord, 
He has heard the voice of my prayer. 

Monday, April 1. — ^At my lessons before six 
o'clock ; and though I worked hard, I did not do 
well. 

We had the startling information that James H. 
died on Saturday evening. Poor Mr. H. I do so 
pity him, and little Bob too ; they feel it very much 
indeed. Oh, thou most merciful One, comfort the 
bereaved family, Thou hast truly taught me what 
affliction is. 



^ 



Twiiday, 2. — At work again before six ; bo had a 
nice long time before we were called. I thoiiglit I 
was well prepared in everytliiiig, and yet did no- 
tbing like so woU as I wished and expected. I am 
Horry to say I lost my temper, which made me very 
nnhappy. Oh, my Heavenly Father, pardon me 
and help me, not only to put a watch at the doors of 

I my lips, but a reatraint upon my thoughts. I cannot 
do 80 in my own strength. 
Tuesdai/, 9. —This morning I bad a letter from my 
dear sister Isabel ; she spoke very sweetly in it 
about religion ; it haa done me good all day to 
think about it. 
I have done pretty well in my lessons in French, 
I gained thirty-four marks out of forty. 
Thursday, 11. — A most unhappy day, on account of 
carelessness towards two persons ; perhaps, careless- 
ness is too lenient a term, at any rate, it has made 
me most unhappy. My spirit rankles within me, and 
I shall never gain peace until I have spoken to the 
parties. I feel that in this case asking God's pardon 
is not sufficient ; one of them is unfortunately from 
home, and I shall have to bear the stinging con- 
science for some days longer. 
Friday, 12. — " Let God arise ; let His enemies he 
scattered; let them also that hate Him flee before 
Him." 
(This quotation evidently has reference to ths 
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clearing up of the trouble he was in on the previous 
day). 

Sunday f 14. — After breakfast had Our morning's 
meeting as usual. One proposed that we should 
discontinue our Monday and Thursday evening 
meetings, because many boys write home on Monday 
evenings, and we shall soon have preaching on 
Thursdays ; bnt as we come out of school at four, 
and have not to prepare for supper till 5*30, it is 
a shame if we cannot find time for a prayer- 
meeting. 

Dear Mr. Farrar intended to give us an address 
this morning ; but he is suffering and cannot. I do 
hope he wiU soon be better. 

Wednesday, 17. — ^Awoke this morning with the 
pleasing consciousness that it was my birthday 
(sixteen). I felt very weU, and had also inward 
peace. I devoted myself again to God and His 
service, and He gave me the token of his friendship 
and favour — 



" Let every tongue Thy goodness speak, 
Thou sovereign Lord of all, 
Thy strengthening hands uphold the weak, 
And raise the poor that fall.** 

" Still Lord Thy saving health display. 
And arm oar souls with heavenly zeal. 
So fearless shall we urge our way 
Through all the powers of earth and hell. 
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" Lord of the worlds above, 
How pleasant nnd bow fair, 
The dwellingB of Thy love, 

Thine earthly templeB are, 
To Thioe abode my heart aepirea, 
With warm deaires to aee my Ood." 

Thursday, \B, — Camo to Bradford to spend my 
Easter holidays with my beloved sister Mrs. Mallett, 
and found all well. This evening received a nice 
letter from dear Isahel, who is spending her Eaator 
at Teignmouth, How good ray dear Saviour is in 
granting me all these undeserved morcieB. 

Good Friday.— yfalikoA alone in the fields, which 
I enjoyed very much. There are very nice field- 
walks in this neighbourhood, you can go through one 
after another for hours, through most of them runs 
a httle brook ; 1 sat a long time on a faUon tree that 
lay across one of these streamlets ; it seemed to be a 
favourable hourfor meditation, and 1 tried to improve 
it. It appeared to mo that the little brook was 
emblematical of one or two things. 1st. I thought 
how much it was like the stream of life flowing on 
— where ? I know not where that stroiun empties 
itself, but where does the ati-eam of life end ? In 
Eternity ! And then I thought of the river of death 
and I remembered that there is no bridge over that, 
the last river that any one is called to cross over, 
Ohl may I be so prepared that when I come to its 
brink, though there is neither bridge to walk over. 



THB PBATnre school-bot. 29 

nor fenyman to carry in his boat, I may not stand 
shivering and afraid, but oh ! my Father, may I be 
found ready to cross when called upon, let me not 
struggle in vain in its strong current, but may I 
have the one, the only thing that can save me from 
sinking, namely the '< Seal of the Lamb in my fore- 
head." 

Having spent a very pleasant holiday, and received 
much kindness from his friends in Bradford, he 
retui'ned to school on Tuesday, 23rd, his loving heart 
very sore at parting with his sister. The following 
morning he could hardly realise his position, he 
says, *' I saw the old familiar bedroom round me, 
yet I felt sure I was still with dear Hannah, but 
when the illusion passed away, and I found I was 
really back at school, the most painful sensations 
came over me, and did not pass away for some hours." 
Was not this a foreshadowing of the fact that he 
would spend no more holidays with his beloved 
sister ? 

On the 1st May he writes ; 

" A beautiful morning, feeling very happy, I betook 
myself to my daily duties which, with God's blessing, 
were soon despatched. This afternoon was a half- 
holiday, it rained a good part of the time, neverthe- 
less, I enjoyed it very much, as I gained a grand 
victory over self. Attended the prayer meeting, led 
by Sugden, and now with a light conscience am 



JtrZ PHATIKa 8CHO0L-BOY. 



^^^^^ ready to betake myaelf 
^^^H; papa and Dilks." 

^^^^H The Ictt-er to papa caused no small omotioii, for it 
^^^^B was a note coyeriDg a sermon he had written oat, 
^^^^^and sent homo for criticism and correction, soliciting 
^^^^r advice and prayerful sympathy, as he felt a strong 
^^^1 desire to devote his lifo to the work of the ministry 
^^^V — his known reserve and diffideace made this the 
~ more unexpected ; but we know that " where the 

Bpirit of the Lord is, there ia liberty"— boldness to 
speak for Christ and to confess Him before others— 
the heart being enlarged and filled with love, it is 
difficult to he silent ; the delight of the soul is to do 
the will of God. " He that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever, and receiveth a kingdom that eaanot 
be moved;" no moth nor rust can cormpt his trea- 
Buree, for the Lord is his portion. 

That this was dear Ernie's experience, we are 
fully assured. 

We will now give a short extract from this, hia 
ionly finished attempt at sermonising. The text 
fi^eleoted was Bphesiana vi. 12, " For we wrestle not 
iSgainst flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness iu high 
places." 

" In the foregoing verses the Apostle had laid 
down rules for the conduct of persons in different 
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stations of life ; and now speaking to all CbristianSy 
he says : ' Pinally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His might, put on the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand;' 
and then, in the words of our text, he warns all who 
had then, or should hereafter take upon them the 
profession of Christianity, that they were not to ex- 
pect ease and comfort in this world, but tribulation ; 
for He who said, " My yoke is easy, and My burden 
is light ;" also said, '• In the world ye shall have 
tribulation." 

" He does not withhold the reality from his fol- 
lowers, but tells them plainly what to expect if they 
His servants. Let us consider — 

" 1. Who has to wrestle. 

" 2. Who and what have we to wrestle against. 

" 3. What have we to wrestle for." 

The whole sermon is written out fully, well illus- 
trated and well thought out, but the above is suffi- 
cient for our purpose, and we again turn to his 
journal, where he says — 

May 15. — On the whole I have had a very happy 
day, though some things have marred it. Mr. Parrar 
being away we had not the usual Wednesday after- 
noon class, I was very sorry. In the evening went 
to a very good prayer meeting led by W. H. Shaw. 
" Praise the Lord for all benefits." 
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t may here- bo remaried that this young ChnB- 
tian, always having an experience of triub endured 
of temptations resisted, of humiliating defeat, of 
timely succour granted, or of merciful deliverance 
TOuchsafed, it was Bever a trouble to him to attend 
his class ; oh ! no, it was to him a Bethel, Writing 
to his papa about this time, he said, " I think if there 
is one thing which endears the Grove to rae more 
than another, it is Mr. Farrar'a class, of whicii I have 
been a member more than four years, and have found 
it a great blessing. I regret to say I have now only 
twice more to attend it." 

Swaclaif, 19. — 1 was awakened this morning under 
cireumstances that, at one time, would have been a 
great trial of patience ; but I was enabled so far to 
command myself as to smile at the party, and so 
the feeling of annoyance passed away. And then 
a profitable conversation with my friend Sykes 
until breakfast time, after which we had so good a 
prayer- meeting, that wo could scarcely hear to close 
it : after we did so, we still continued singing one 
hyma after another tUl chapel time. 

In the afternoon my friends, Sykes, Bambridge, 
and myself had an extraordinary good time to- 
gether; we were unnsually silent, but very 
happy. 

In the evening we liad a very good and ex- 
L tremely simple Bermon, from " Quench not tlie 
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Spirit." I retired from the chapel in a peaceful and 
happy state of mind. 

In accordance with an intimation I had received, 
I looked into my desk, and found the following loving 
letter from my friend — 

" 19^ May, 1867. 

*' Deab Feiend, — Thou must soon leave me and I 
must go on without thee. Thou hast in time gone 
hy been near me as a real, a true^ a noble, generous 
benevolent friend. Thou hast borne with my pecu- 
liar, certainly not agreeable, moods. Thou hast not. 
lost thy temper as I have mine. Thou hast over- 
looked all my disagreeableness. Many thanks, thou 
hast been good to me, I'll not forget thee. I ask of 
thee, * Forget me not.' J. G. W. S. 

" Post scriptum est—Ma.j heaven smile upon thy 
path, the Lord bless thee out of Zion. May you be 
fervent in spirit, not slothful in business, serving the 
Lord." 

Monday. — I felt very happy when I woke this 
momiug, and God has been with me all day, helping 
me in all things, especially this evening when lead- 
ing the prayer meeting. I think I never in my life 
felt so much power in prayer or freedom of speech, 
and certainly never enjoyed a meeting so much, that 
/ had to be the leader of. 

Sunday, June 2. — This morning we had a beautiful 

n 
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Qon from Dr. Raby, founded on Eom, xii. 4, 5. 
L I enjoyed it very mach indeed, though rather 
oppressed by the closeness of the chapel. 

In the evening we had what I considered an 
excellent sermon, though some boys did not like it, 
it warmed me to the very heart, it was very simple 
but it came from the preacher's heart, and did me 
good. All this day I have been in an ocstasy of 
happiness and have hardly known how to contain 
myself. 

May all fntnro Sabbaths be as happy. 

Wednesday, 5. — Mr.Farrar met our classfor tickets. 
he spoke so nicely, to the leaving boys especially, and 
to me among the rest, he quite warmed my heart. I 
felt very solemn, for it is perhaps the last time I 
shall ever attend a class meeting with him as leader. 

We had a good prayer meeting. W. H. Shaw 
I led it. 

The time had now arrived for Ernest to leave the 
Grove. Notwithstanding his many tribulations con- 
oeraing his lossons, ho was much attached t« the 
school and all belonging to it. Towards the governor, 
the Eev. J. Farrar, he entertained feelings of the 
liveliest affection and reverence, never naming him 
in his diary without the addition of some endearing 
expletive ; and always speaking of him at home in 
terms of loving remembrance. 

To his baudmates ho was moat tenderly attached ; 
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(especially to his chief friend John Sykes) nor is it 
to be wondered at, when we remember that the 
school became to many of them a spiritual birth-place. 
United in the dearest bonds, like brethren they dwelt 
together in unity, and the language of their hearts 
became, " Come ye that fear Gt)d, and I will declare 
what he hath done for my souL*' " Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another ; and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before Him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon His name." 

Thus these dear youths were fellow helpers in 
the Lord, watching over each other in love. One 
friend addressed to Ernest a short note, dated June 
7th, which we subjoin. 

" ' Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serv- 
ing the Lord.' 

" May this text of Scripture be engrdfted on your 
heart, and may you by God's grace alone be enabled 
to act up to the import of the words. May you get 
to the true meaning. May you prosper in business. 
May you be happy. May you serve God with all 
your heart and mind and soul and strength. May 
God assist you to go on from strength to strength, 
and may you not come short of glory," 

Li the beginning of July we find another school 
friend writing, 

" How are you, bodily ? spiritually, I hope that 

d2 
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70a are still progresBing in the right, straight and 
narrow path which leada to the Eternal City, the 
New Jerusalem. 

" I am happy — very happy. I am going on 
higher ami higher, step by step, I feel a great delight 
in prayer. How could wo live without it? God'a 
holy hook cooaolea me when ia trouble, and bids me 
look beyond the grave; it helps me when I am 
happy, and makes me still happier. How good God 
IB ! I am more and more impressed with His good- 
nesB to me, with His love to me and all mankind. 
Hook upward to Christ the author of my faith till 
He shall become also tho finisher of it." 

These extracts will sufficiently show that there 
existed among a certain class of the boys, a deep 
toned spirituality, apart and separate from educational 
class distinction; and this is wisely fostered and 
regulated by the authorities, one of the mnslera some- 
timesjoining the boys' prayer-meeting, losing thereby 
neither dignity nor useful influence. 

Ernest now was apprenticed in Torquay, and, as 
Lis father was about to reside there, mach pleasure 
and advantage was anticipated ; hut the Lord's ways 
are not as oiir ways, and it was ordained that, for a 
short space he should endure, and then ho taken to 
his reward, 

Sunday, Keptember 10th, he spent with me; it 
vas a day not easily to be forgotten. 
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During the afternoon, the excellent sermon we 
had heard in the morning (preached by Kev. R. W. 
Pordige) from Isaiah xL 31, — " But they that wait on 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and 
not be weary ; and they shall walk and not faint,'* — 
was the subject of much profitable conversation, and 
he spoke feelingly of the profit, comfort, and in- 
struction he had derived from it; then told me 
more freely than he had ever done before of his 
trials, temptations, besetments, and encouragements. 

Amongst other things he mentioned that he had 
to share his bedroom with a fellow apprentice, who 
had not been blessed with a religious education ; he 
said — " I felt, mamma, that the time was come for 

me to stand to my principles. C was chatting 

away, and I feared perhaps he might not like it, but 
I offered a silent prayer for help, and then said, as 
pleasantly as I could, * Excuse me, I always read a 
chapter and pray before I go to rest, so if you will, 
please to be silent.' * All right,' he said, and jumped 
into bed. ' You know,' he continued, ' I had never 
had to pray in the presence of a worldling, and I 
daresay you will hardly believe it; but it was 
really a trial; the next night the same occurred 
again; but when I had been in bed a little while, 

C said, * Churchill ! do you always read and 

pray before you get into bed ?' * Always,' I replied 
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^^^V and in my heart I prayed that the Lord would make 
^^^K me the hunoured mBtrumetit of Icailing him to 
^^^ Christ, Wei], the third night ho asked if I would 
W lend him my testament, aa he too would like to read 

I a chapter, and he has continued the practice erer 

^^^B since. I do hope and trust he will become a 
^^^H ChiiHtian." 

^^^P What an example to older ChristianB ! 
^^^ He this day confided to lae a auspicion which had 
gradually forced itself upon him, that hia abilitiea 
Tcre not great ; it distressed him sadly ; his heart 
waa yearning to become a measengcr of the Gospel, 
and the idea of mental and intellectual inefficiency 
proving a barrier to his wIbLcs, bowed him down ; 
ho appealed te me for my opinion on this subject. 
Tho^position waa a trying one ; but I tried to com- 
fort him by assuring htm that we should not be 
called to account for talenta we neror possessed ; 
that our duty is, to improve those wo have by daily 
doing our duty, whatever that may be, " as unte the 
I Lord." That supposing it to be tho will of Ood that 
I he should become a preacher of the Gospel, suitable 
' talenta would be bestowed; but that it might be the 
Divine Will that he should glorify God in some other 
way ; that some of the holiest and most usofnl 
Christians had not been remarkable for high intellec- 
tual attainments, but they had been " wise unto 
salvation." 
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The foUowing Sabbath-day Ernest was taken ill of 
gastric fever ; it ran a very rapid course^ being of 
an unusually severe type ; he became deaf and then 
delirious^ wildly so, and yet he was ever and again 
at the Grove, holding band or prayer-meetings, and 
invariably gave out — 

" Fll praise my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past, 
While life, or thought, or being last. 
Or iipmortality endures." 

It was a remarkable thing that, no matter how 
high delirium raged, or what the wild fancies that 
disturbed his brain, about five in the afternoon he 
would suddenly look round and say, " It is the hour 
of prayer," and reverently folding his hands would 
begin to pray, having concluded he would call upon 
Sykes, or Shaw, or Bambridge, or other names not 
familiar to us. 

On Sunday morning, September 22nd, I read to 
him, during a period of consciousness, the 14th 
chapter of St. John's Gospel ; he partly resting on 
my knee, where I had a large family Bible, pointing 
to each word, I shouted it in his ear ; when his 
memory (which was, of course, very weak) did assist 
him to the remainder of a verse he was much 
delighted ; he seemed to devour and feast upon the 
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^^^B precious words ; for a long time be kept sayiog, oh, 
^^^^ what sweet promiflea, what comforting promises I 
^^^B That was the last time that sight or hearing lent 
^^^H any assistance in convispng comfott or instruction to 
^HP him ; but often during lucid intervals, be would 
^^^ comfort himself by repeating veraea of paalros or 
' hymns, and commenting on them. 

On one occasion seeing an unaeoustomed face 
in hia room, ho asked, " Are you a Wesleyan? Do 
you loTB Christ ? Do you work for Him ? Do you 
teach in the Sunday- school ? Do you distribute 
tracts? Have you seen any Suit of your labour?" 
To all these questions the answer £Ould only bo 
given by a nod or shake of tlio hood ; but as most 
of them were answered tn the affirmative, he was 
much pleased and ejaculated, thank God ! He then 
gave a abort outline of bis own religious career, and 
added that he had Ivoped to teach a class in the 
Sunday-school, and to have commenced on tbo pre- 
ceding Sunday, but that he was ill and unable to do 
ao. Though he did not recogoiae her, this person 
■was n member of the class to which Ernest belonged. 
Each bad received their (juarterly ticket from his 
papa on the Thursday before bis fatal illness com- 
menced. When all were well-nigh worn out with 
watching, this devoted young person volunteered to 
assist in nursing, tended him faithfully to the last' 
took the fever, and died. Little could we imagine 
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when the above conversation took place, that within 
one short month, they would meet again in " our 
Father's house above." 

One morning as I was arranging his pillows, con- 
sciousness returned ; he said, " You ought to pray for 
me, for my poor soul, my never dying soul." My lips 
made the answer, ^^ Ido^ He caught my hand and 
with a look of fondest affection, said, " Do you, love ? 
bless you then," 

The following evening, as his papa and I knelt in 
prayer at his bedside, he suddenly imagined himself 
in a prayer-meeting at the Grove, and that we were 
two penitents, and prayed most fervently that our 
hearts might be thoroughly broken, and that then 
the Physician would bind up our hearts with the 
balm of Gilead. After praying for some time he 
leaned forward, and laying his hand on my shoulder, 
said, " Now, my dear brother, how do you feel. 
How is it with your poor soul ? Cannot you trust 
in Christ?" Presently he said, "Now we must 
pray for our country." He then prayed especially 
for the Church of Christ, that it might be preserved 
from error, from Popery, and semi-infidelity ; after 
that for the Queen and all in authority, that they 
might govern righteously, and that this land raised 
to heaven with privileges, should not be cast down to 
hell for abusing them. 

All this is interesting, only so far as it shows that 
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prayer was the habit of his eoid. Another inci- 
dent may be mentioned as iUuntrating his abiding 
confidence in God. Calling ansioualy for his papo 
and myaolf (we wore both with him but he did not 
know us, and we could not make him recogniBe us), 
calling, as he supposed, in yain, ho waa very sorrow- 
fiil, and, io a tone to ua most he art- breaking, he 
aaid, " They have forsaken me 1 "When my father 
and my mother forsake mo, then the Lord will take 
me up." 

On the Friday evening, whilst apparently uncon- 

Boious of all aroand him, he looked surprised and 

muttered to himself, " Who are these ? " pointing to 

I different parts of the room ; aU at once hia face lit 

up with an hitherto uuknown intelligence and joy, 

^^^ exclaimed, " Mamma ! mamma 1 Papa, here's 

^^^L mamma!" A heavenly radiance seemed to play 

^^^H about his features, while he appeared to receive 

^^^H some communication from the beloved visitant — 

^^^H inaudible to us — invisible to our beclouded eyes. 

^^^1 His last sufferings were prolonged and very 

^^H severe. 

^^^B On his last morning I heard him say : " I Boon 
^^^B Bhall join that ransomed throng." To our intense 
^^^V sorrow we could hold no comraunieation with him, 
^^^1 as for some days he had been blind as well as deaf — 
^^^H and recognition was past. 
^^^1 At 10,30, Sunday morning, September 29, our 
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dear boy was released from suffering. We sorrowed 
not as those who have no hope; we had a blessed 
hope that he had gone '^to be for ever with the 
Lord." He lived the life of the righteous, and in 
death he was not forsaken. 

The advantage of early piety was strikingly exem- 
plified in this case. If Ernest had been without 
religion when affliction seized him he must have 
died without it — there would have been no oppor- 
tunity for seeking it. 

As soon as the news of our loss reached the 
Grove, I received from his friend, John Sykes, the 
following beautiful letter : — 

" I was extremely pained by the sad tidings 
announced. 

'^ His death is to both of us a great grief. He 
was my bosom friend, and he was indeed dear to me. 
I could scarcely, on first reading your letter, realise 
its import. I was completely taken aback. 

Mr. Farrar told us when the boys were all together 
of the sad news ; and I can say that he is universally 
regretted by all who knew him. There are many 
here, I believe, who have to look to him as their 
spiritual father, whilst with us he was the means of 
many boys' conversion to Christ, amongst that number 
I am very happy to be. Four years ago he induced 
me to give my heart to God. 

'' Se often said to me, ^ To h^ a minister of tho 
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feel- 



GoBpel ifl my highest ambition.' I pressed liis 
ing upon him since, it was my feeling also at thi 
time, and is now. 

" He has by hia work as well as his word, left a 
blessed testimoay behind him amongst us at the 
Grove. 

"After reading your letter I recurred to the ninth 
chapter of St. John's Gospel, and felt it a consolation 
to know of Jeaus' sympatiiy with us in sack trouble, 
' Jesus wept,' and I feel His tears soothing me ia 
mine. I deeply regret his loss, for to you and me it 
is a loss, but to him it is everlasting gain. ' For to 
live ig Christ, but to die — to die as he haa done — is 
gain.' " 

The Eev, John Farrar saya to the bereaved father : 
- " You may with con£denoe resign him into the 
hands of your Heavenly Father. He was always a, 
good and dutiful lad ; but latterly enjoyed true reli- 
gion, and his conduct was always in keeping with 
Lis profession." 

We truat these pages will convey much encourage- 
ment to parents, not merely to advise their children 
to Beck rehgion, but to pray with and for them. 

Happy child, to be thus early trained for heaven ! 
May we not believe that his mother's ransomed spirit 
was privileged to moot him on the other side of Jor- 
dan, to conduct him up the hill to the Holy City, 
there to receive comfort for toil, joy for sorrow, to 
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reap that which he had sown in prayers and tears 
daring his short pilgrimage. 

This simple narrative of a young pilgrim, is pre- 
sented with a prayer that the great Head of the 
Church may grant His blessing, and make it useful 
to some who may be discouraged by reason of the 
difficulties of the way ; and may they be enabled to 
say with him, " I will trust in God, So long as my 
Heavenly Father continues to me His smile, then, 
come what may, with His hand supporting me, I 
shall be more than a conqueror through Him that 
hath loved me. Amen." 
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